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DETAILED ACTION 

In the amendment filed on 10/19/2007, the following have occurred: Claims 5, 10, and 
13 have been amended, new claim 19 has been added, and claims 1-19 are now 
pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. The applicant recites the limitation "determining a 
need for transmitting the primary transaction request to another host." The examiner 
contends that there would be no need for the applicant's system to make this 
determination since each transaction request is already mapped to a specific 
destination host in the routing table of the switch, thus transmitting the primary 
transaction request to another host would not be feasible, what might be feasible is 
"determining a need for transmitting the primary transaction request to another node or 
another communication path" in case the first node or communication path is busy or 
overloaded. Clarification is needed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ofir et 
al (Ofir hereinafter, US PAT: 7,219,149). 

Re claims 1, 2-4. Ofir discloses a method of handling a financial transaction in a 
transaction switch, the method comprising the steps of: receiving a primary transaction 
request from an initiator (see col. 3 lines 37-41 ); identifying a host from a routing table 
for receiving the primary transaction request based on details provided in the primary 
transaction request (see fig. 4 element 410, also see fig.5 element 510, also see col24 
lines 1-23); transmitting the primary transaction request to the identified host (i.e., the 
host receives the card authorization request, see col. 30 lines 15-25, also see col. 24 
lines 14-24); receiving a response from the identified host (i.e., the host responds and 
the response is returned to the service node, see col.30 lines 18-22, also see fig. 4 
element 412), determining a need for transmitting the primary transaction request to 
another host (i.e., the Client Node selects a route to forward the transaction based 
on, in part, the service name, link capacity, configuration, and processor loading. 
Assuming it is forwarded directly to a Service Node 25b, the Service Node 25b then 
forwards the transaction to the Financial Transaction Processor 36 according to the 
protocol used to interconnect the Host 36 and the Service Node 25b. The Host and 
Service Node are directly connected via a private line 34, see col.30 lines 5-20); and 



Application/Control Number: 10/802,163 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3694 

interpreting the response received and transmitting a final outcome back to the initiator 
(see fig.5 elements 530, 532 and 531, see col. 14 lines 10-27, see col.30 lines 25-45) 
(see col.29 line 20-col.30 line 60, see the abstract and the summary of the invention). 
Re claims 5, 6-9. Ofir discloses a method of handling a composite financial transaction 
in a transaction switch, the steps comprising: receiving a primary transaction request 
from an initiator (see col. 3 lines 37-41); identifying the transaction as a composite 
transaction wherein the composite transaction comprises a transaction type and a 
payment type (i.e., Ofir states that the Terminal Adapter determines the appropriate 
Host to relay the financial transaction information based on information provided by the 
Network 33. Thus, if the information provided to network 33 states that the transaction 
is multi-host, inherently this transaction would be relayed to the appropriate hosts, 
see col. 16 lines 60-67, also see simple transaction and sessions transaction col. 15 line 
s 1-65); preparing a plurality of transaction packets for transmission to a plurality of 
hosts based on the transaction type and the payment type (see col. 30 lines 10-15); 
receiving a plurality of responses at the switch from the plurality of hosts (i.e., the host 
responds and the response is returned to the service node, see col.30 lines 18-22, also 
see fig.4 element 412), and interpreting the plurality of responses and transmitting a 
final outcome to the initiator (see col.30 lines 20-25) (see col.30 lines 25-45, see col.29 
line 20-col.30 line 60, see the abstract and the summary of the invention). 
Re claims 10, 11-12. Ofir further discloses a transaction switch comprising: means for 
processing a transaction request (see fig. 1 -fig.4); means for identifying the transaction 
as multi-host (i.e., Ofir states that the Terminal Adapter determines the appropriate Host 
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to relay the financial transaction information based on information provided by the 
Network 33. Thus, if the information provided to network 33 states that the transaction 
is multi-host, inherently this transaction would be relayed to the appropriate hosts, 
see col. 16 lines 60-67, also see simple transaction and sessions transaction col. 15 line 
s 1-65); means for identifying the transaction as composite (i.e., Ofir states that the 
Terminal Adapter determines the appropriate Host to relay the financial transaction 
information based on information provided by the Network 33. Thus, if the information 
provided to network 33 states that the transaction is multi-host, inherently this 
transaction would be relayed to the appropriate hosts, see col. 16 lines 60-67, also see 
simple transaction and sessions transaction col. 15 line s 1-65); means for identifying the 
transaction as both multi-host and composite (i.e., Ofir states that the Terminal Adapter 
determines the appropriate Host to relay the financial transaction information based on 
information provided by the Network 33. Thus, if the information provided to network 33 
states that the transaction is multi-host, inherently this transaction would be relayed to 
the appropriate hosts, see col. 16 lines 60-67, also see simple transaction and sessions 
transaction col. 15 line s 1-65); means for identifying a first host for processing the 
transaction (see col. 14 lines 62-67, see fig. 1 2A) ; and means for interpreting a response 
from the host after processing the transaction and determining a need for further 
processing (see fig.5 elements 530, 532 and 531, see col.14 lines 10-27, col.30 lines 
20-25) (see col.30 lines 25-45, see col.29 line 20-col.30 line 60, see the abstract and 
the summary of the invention). 

Re claims 13, 14-17. Ofir discloses a financial transaction handling system comprising: 
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an initiator for initiating a primary transaction request (see fig. 12b element 1289); a 
transaction switch in communication with the initiator (see fig.1 element 24); and at least 
one host in communication with the transaction switch for processing the transaction 
request (see fig.4 element 404 and fig.5 element 504); wherein the transaction switch 
comprises: means for processing the primary transaction request (see fig.3-fig.5, also 
see col. 3 lines 35-60); means for identifying the primary transaction request as multi- 
host or composite or both type of request ( see col.30 lines 1-15, also see col.29 lines 
55-65); means for identifying the at least one host for sending the primary transaction 
request thereto ( see col.29 lines 62-66, also see col.30 lines 8-20, also see fig.5 
element 510) ; and means for interpreting a response from the at least one host and 
determining a need for further processing (see col.30 lines 20-25) (see col.30 lines 25- 
45, see col.29 line 20-col.30 line 60, see the abstract and the summary of the 
invention). 

Re claims 18, 19. Ofir further discloses a program storage medium readable by a 
computer, tangibly embodying a program of instructions executable by the computer to 
perform method steps for handling a financial transaction in a transaction switch (see 
the abstract and the summary of the invention), the method steps comprising the steps 
of: receiving a primary transaction request from an initiator (see col. 3 lines 37-41 ); 
identifying a host from a routing table for receiving the primary transaction request 
based on details provided in the primary transaction request (see fig. 4 element 410, 
also see fig.5 element 510); transmitting the primary transaction request to the identified 
host (i.e., the host receives the card authorization request, see col.30 lines 15-25); 



Application/Control Number: 10/802,163 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3694 

receiving a response from the identified host (i.e., the host responds and the response 
is returned to the service node, see col. 30 lines 18-22, also see fig.4 element 412), 
determining a need for transmitting the primary transaction request to another host; and 
interpreting the response received and transmitting a final outcome back to the initiator 
(see col. 30 lines 25-45) (see col.29 line 20-col.30 line 60, see the abstract and the 
summary of the invention). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed on 10/19/2007 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. The applicant argues in substance that Ofir fails to disclose plurality 
of hosts. Contrary to the applicant's assertion, Ofir explicitly makes this disclosure (see 
fig. 12 A elements 1293, see fig.5 element 510 "route simple request to nearest, least 
busy host." Note if there is only one host then why route to the nearest and least busy 
host as stated in fig.5 element 510, certainly this is an evidentiary statement that Ofir 
teaches plurality of hosts). 

The applicant further argues in substance that Ofir fails to teach "determining a 
need for transmitting the primary transaction request to another host." Contrary to the 
applicant's assertion, Ofir explicitly makes this disclosure (i.e., the Client Node selects 
a route to forward the transaction based on, in part, the service name, link 
capacity, configuration, and processor loading. Assuming it is forwarded directly to 
a Service Node 25b, the Service Node 25b then forwards the transaction to the 
Financial Transaction Processor 36 according to the protocol used to interconnect the 
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Host 36 and the Service Node 25b. The Host and Service Node are directly connected 
via a private line 34, see col.30 lines 5-20). 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to OJO 0. OYEBISI whose telephone number is (571)272- 
8298. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30A.M-5:30P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, JAMES TRAMMELL can be reached on (571)272-6712. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1000. 
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